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de Ghalais: and so the affair was arranged. Madame des
Ursins displayed all her wit and charms at Rome ; and soon
her palace hecarne a sort of court, where all the best company
assembled. It grew to be the fashion to go there. The hus-
band amidst all this counts for not much. There was sometimes
a little disagreement between the two, without open rupture:
yet they were now and then glad to separate. This is why
the Duchesse de Bracciano made two journeys to France : the
second time she spent four or five years there. It was then I
kne^ her, or rather formed a particular friendship with her.
My mother had made her acquaintance during her previous
visit. She lodged near us. Her wit, her grace, her manners
enchanted me: she received me with tenderness and I was
always at her house. It was she who proposed to me a mar-
riage with Mile, de Royan, which I rejected for the reason
already given.

When. Madame des Ursins was appointed Camerera Mayor,
she was a widow, without children. No one could have been
better suited for the post. A lady of our court would not have
done: a Spanish lady was not to be depended on, and might
have easily disgusted the Queen. The Princesse des Ursins
appeared to be a middle term. She was French, had been in
Spain., and she passed a great part of her life at Rome and in
Italy. She was of the house of La Tr&noille: her husband
was chief of the house of Ursins, a grandee of Spain, and Prince
of the Soglio. She was also on very good terms with the
Duchess of Savoy, and with the Queen of Portugal. The
Cardinal d'Estrdes, also, was known to have remained her
friend, after having been something more in their youth; and
he gave information that the Cardinal Portocarrero had been
much in love with her at Rome, and that they were then on
very good terms. As it was through the latter Cardinal that
it was necessary to govern everything, this circumstance was
considered very important.

Age and health were also appropriate; and likewise her ap-
pearance. She was rather tall than otherwise, a brunette, with
blue eyes of the most varied expression, in figure perfect, with